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T is an Excellency peculiar 
to the Chriſtian Religion, that 
by the Proſpect it affords us 
of the Nature and Felicity of 
a future Life, it enables us to ſur- 
mount and to triumph over all the 
Afflictions and Adverſity of This: 
And not only fo, but inſtructing 
us to ſet the Joy of a Reſurrection 
againſt the Darkneſs of Death, 
gives us a compleat Freedom froin 
the Fear of that Enemy, which 
„VV 
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all others look upon as the King 
of Terrors, and are held in Bon- 
dage to, all the Days of their Life. 
Nor, indeed, is there any thing 
that it is of greater Concern to us 
to be well acquainted with, and 
fortified againſt, than that which is 
in its Nature ſo unavoidable to 
all, and in its Conſequences ſo un- 
certain to all that are deſtitute of 
the Light of the Goſpel. 
Almighty God, however igno- 
rant he has ſuffer'd others to con- 
tinue, has diſcover'd unto us al! 
the Conſequences that enſue upon 
our Departure from this World, 
in order to apprize us of the Ne- 
ceſſity of being Virtuous and Holy 
while we live, and of how great 
Moment and Importance it will 
be to us to be found fo when we 
die: And he ſeems to have hid 
from us the preciſe Time of our 
Death, ay that we might be 
made 


The DEDICATION. 
made attentive to it all the Time 
of our Life. 

But by how minch the greater 


is the rivilege of enjoying the 
clear Diſcovery of theſe Sacred 
Truths, 2 ſo much the —_ 
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for -our Happinef and Adv 
_ confiſts'/not in our having, 
but in our making a due N pro- 
per Application of them, by ad- 
mitting them into the. Mind and 
ingrafting them upon the Heart, 
and by having Recourſe to them, 
as the Sources of our Comfort in 
the Times of our Diſtreſs: Their 
proper Uſe being to eaſe us of our 
Fears when we are under the Ap- 
5 prehenſions, 
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5 prehenſions, or feel the Approaches 


of our own Death, and to moderate 
dur Sorrow for the Death of others, 
whoſe Perſons were moſt dear, and 
whoſe Lives were moſt deſirable 
to us of all Things in this World. 
That theſe Things may fill Lou 
with abundant Conſolation, and 
yield You all proper and needful 
Support, that You may feel the full 
Influence of them upon Your Mind, | 
that they may anſwer all the Pur- |} 
poſes of Your Holineſs and Comfort 
in the preſent Life, and of Your 
HJHappineſs and Felicity in that which 
Is to come, is the ſincere Prayer of, 


Map AM, I „ 
Jour moſt obliged. 
Mit obedient, 
 bunble Servant 
FT. Moors 


p 


1 TRIAss. iv. 13, 14. 

But I wöbnld not have Jou to be ig- 

norant, Brethren, concerning them 
which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
wt, even as others which have. no 
Hope For if we believe that 

3. died and roſe again, even 
J. them. 4 which ſleep in Teſus, 

will God bring with „ 
— ek Words of the Apoſtle 


relate to thoſe, who were in 
Sorrow for the Loſs of theit 
> dear Relations, and bore theit 
Afflicion, in a manner unworthy the 
clear Diſcoveries that the Goſpel had gi- 
ven them concerning the future State of 
the Dead. 
"os Chriſtians he writes to were Con- 
verts taken out of the Heathen World; 
and though they had been inſtructed in 
the Faith and Hope of the Chriſtian Re- 
tigion, yet {till retaining their natural 
Affections, and, it may be, in a great 
Meaſure cheir former Prejudices, Rill 


ET 1 


2 ASERMON o the 
living amidft the unconverted Gentiles, 


and obſerving their Example and Manner 
of mourning for their departed Friends, 


they might leſs attend to, and be leſs 


affected with the Truths they had been 
taught, and indulge, like Orhers, an im- 
moderate Concern upon theſe mournful 
Occaſions. 
Theſe were the Circumſtances of the 
Theſſalonians, whom the Apoſtle writes 


wi E hey were but lately converted 
from the Ignorance: and Wage of the 


Pag an World, to profeſs the Faith of 
Jelus Chriſt, and, either not being tho- 


roughly inſtructed i in, or elſe not ſuffi- 
ciently mindful of the Hope of. that Im- 


morcality and eternal Life, which in the 


Goſpel was ſet before them: fell into ex- 
ceſſive and immoderate Grief, even lite 
thoſe. that are ignorant concerning them 
that fleep, when their Chriſtian . Friends 
were removed from them. 2 8 5 


The Apoſtle reproves en r their ; 


ungoverned Sorrow, and offers to theit 
Minds thoſe Conſiderations that are great- 
ly recommendatory, of the Chriſtian Faith, 
as they are ſuited to fill with Comfort 
all ſuch as embrace it. 


He ſeems, indeed, to allow, that this 


was an Affliction too great for the Heathen 
World to overcome, ſuch as the Unbe- 


levers 


* 1 a 
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Death of JonN WATT, Ei; 3 
lievers had no Power to withſtand, no 
Remedy to relieve and ſupport themſelves: 
under; and that it was not to be wonder d 
at, if they ſhould be ſeen abandoning 
themſelves to all the Excefles of their un- 
ruly Paſſions. He ſpeaks of their Sor- 
row, as owing to their Ignorance, and 
aſcribes their want of Comfort for them- 
lelves, to their want of Hope, concerning 
them that were dead: But he alledges 
the Difference that there is in the Caſe 
of Chriſtians, as obliging them to a very 
different and more decent Conduct, who 
are poſſeſſed of that Knowledge, and in- 
ſpired with that Hope, of which the O- 
 thers were wholly deſtitute. The Sor- 
row of the one he repreſents as unavoida- 
ble, the Sorrow of the other as inex- 
cuſable. But I would not have yau to be 

ignorant, Brethren, concerning them that 

ſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others 

that have no Hope. For if we believe that 
| Teſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them 
 oljs which ſleep in Feſus, will God bring ROY 
” with him. N B Gy 


Z The Senſe of which Words may be 
 thusparaphraſed and ſumm'd up. © Great 
s the Grief, to which we are naturally 
« ſubje&, upon the Loſs of our beloved 
© Friends and Relations: But I would 

© not have you be unmindful, Bre- 
| SS « thren, 


4 


cc 


thren, concerning the future State and 


« Condition of ſuch as die reconciled 


cc 


ec 


# did our bleſſed Saviour, all thoſe who 


to God, and fall aſleep in the Faith 


of Jeſus, that ſo you ſink not into ex- 


ceſſive and ungovernable Grief,” upon 
the ſad Occaſion of their Removal from 


you, as do the unbelieving and unchri- 
ſtian World, not yet converted to the 


Faith of the Goſpel; ſuch immoderate 
Grief may have ſome Foundation on 
the Part of others, if we conſider the 
Circumſtances that they are in: They 
have no certain Knowledge, or au- 
thorized Hopes, concerning the Con- 


dition of their departed Friends, but 


are left expoſed to the wildeſt Imagi- 
nations, that the utmoſt Uncertainty, 


Fear or Deſpair, are capable of ſug- 


geſting, and being wholly ignorant and 


hopeleſs, as to hereafter, are inconſo- 
lable in the midſt of their Sorrow. © + 


« But not ſuch as theirs is your Caſe, 


nor ought ſuch as theirs to be your 


Conduct; for, if you believe that Jeſus 


died, and roſe from the Dead, which, 


having the utmoſt Proof and Evidence, 


you cannot be ſuppoſed to be in the 


leaſt Doubt of, you muſt conſequently 
believe that God will reſcue from the 
Power of Death, in like manner as he 


* : * mY „ * have 


Death of Jon Warr, Eſq; 5 
have died in the Faith and Belief of 
him, that he will gather them together 
with him, and with one another, and 
« make them compleatly blefſed with 
« him for ever L. 
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The Theſſalonian⸗ ſeem to have been under ſome Appre- 
henſions, that thoſe who remained, and were found alive 


at Chriſt's ſecond Coming, would have a great Privilege 


beyond thoſe who fell aſleep fo long before; and not only 
that it would be a great Diſad vantage to the latter, ſo 

long to lie in the Silence of Death, and the Corruption of 
the Grave, if they were at all to riſe, which thoſe, who 
were to be changed in the twinkling of an Eye, would be 
ſo happy as to avoid: But they ſeem likewiſe to have been 
in ſome Degree of Doubt, whether ſuch as ſlept ſnould 


have any Share in the Reſurrection at all or not; and this, 


the Tenor of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, and the Manner of 
his Reaſoning, give us Ground to ſuſpeR. 


This will appear from the following Paraphraſe of 
the five laſt Verſes of this Chapter, where he is treating of 
this Subject. As there is no manner of Reaſon, ſo nei- 
ce ther would I have you to be troubled and afflifted 
© concerning thoſe, who before the ſecond Coming of 
«© Chriſt ſhall fall aſleep, and lie down in the Grave, as 
if they ſhould hereby be deprived of future Life and 
Exiſtence, which thoſe who are alive, and remain at that 
Time, ſhall be inſtantaneouſly changed to enjoy : Since 
then you will forrow upon the Death of your Friends, 
even as the reſt of the Gentiles that are unconverted, 
who, when they mourn the Death of their dear Rela- 
x _ orieve for them as being periſhed' and for ever 
c 1 8 ; ET es | WT | NM 
or the Reſurrection of Chriſt is an irrefragable Argu- 
ment of the Reſurrection of all his Followers, and no 
leſs holds, in reſpect of them, who fall aſlecp many 
Ages before his ſecond Coming, than in reſpe& of thoſe 
who ſhall till then continue and be found alive; ſo 
that all that have fallen aſleep in Jeſus, have equal Rea- 


cc 


Fc 


bes 


_* fon, with thoſe who live to the Time of his Coming, to 


& hope 


6 A SERMON on the 


Tha Words conſiſt . theſe three ln. 
1 Parts. 


1 ns i, lion thoſs — 20 
were converted to the Faith of the 
| Goſpel, and thoſe who continued 
Unbelievers, with reſpect to the man- 
ner in which they mourned for the 
Death of their dear Relations, and 
the . Advantages which the 


former 


* 1 for a Reſurtellion and 18 from Death, 
& from whence: you may be ſatisfied God will as aſſuredly 
“e bring them, # you are that he hath already raiſed up 
« his'y0t. n 

e And this, wie aſſure you 2 not from our own pri- 
ce vate Opinion, and particular Perſwaſion, but as we have 
c received our Information and Inſtruction from Jeſus 


c Chriſt, our Lord himſelf, that they who remain alive at 


his Coming, ſhall not, in any thing, have the Advan- 


ce tage of thoſe who are then to be waked from the Sleep ; 


** of Death, or be ſooner put into the joyful Poſſeſſion of 
< terne Like. .: 

But rather, vn the contrary, ſhall the Abts lie 
et on the Side of thoſe, who are then to be raiſed from the -dark 
* Priſon and Continement of the Grave. For when Jeſus 
« Chrift, who is the Judge of the World, ſhall come to 
execute that important Office, he ſhall come down ac- 
© companied with an heavenly Hoſt, and a loud Acelama- 
ce tion of Joy and Triumph, and in ſoch a Manner, as 


<c ſhall every way beſpeak him coming from God; and 


c then thoſe whom you think unhappy for their having 
< fallen aſleep, ſhall be firſt awaked, and raiſed to Life, 


cc before tho 4 who ſhall. then continue alive, ſhall be 


„ changed; and being redeemed from Death, and re- 
& placed with the reſt upon the Earth, they ſhall both te- 


© gether be carried and caught up into the Regions of the 


0c Abs, to o meet the Lord, and be for ever with him. 
© Where- 
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Death of Jon Wart, Eſq; 7 
former had for the quieting their 
Minds, and che moderating their Sor- 

row, which the Others, being Un- 
believers, had no manner of Share in. 
II. That the Death and Reſurrection 
of jſeſus Chriſt is a ſure, Foundation 
of the Hope and Comfort, where- 
by Chriſtians are preſerved from 
that exceſſive Grief, which Unbe- 
lievers had no means of avdiding. 


© Wherefore I exhort you to lay aſide your Dat, 
of 


ian Friends fall aſleep, call ro your Remembrance, 


« and bomfort - your ſelves and one anorher with this Ac 


e cunt I have — you from our Lord of theſt Things. 
That this is the meaning of the Apoſtle s Words, I can 


make no doubt Tat why elſe does he reprefent them ſor- 


rowing for the Dead, in the very ſame mannet ab others, 
who had no Hope? Why elfe does he urge the 


Certainty of the Conſequence of their Reſurrection from 


the Reſurrection of Chriſt? Why elſe does he aſſure them, 
that they who are alive ſnall not prevent thoſe which art 
aſleep? And why elſe does he intimate, that his End in 
writing all this to them was that they might not remain 
any longer ignorant concerning them that are aſleep? All 
this very well agrees to the Suppoſition of their being ig- 


norant or doubtful, but not at all to that of their being 


perſwaded of their Reſurrection. 

It is very probable, that the Apoſtle's perſonating thoſe 
who were to continue alive at Chriſt's Coming, and ſaying 
Je inſtead of They, which is a manner of ſpeaking not 
unfrequent with hitn, gave Occaſion to that Opinion, which 


prevalled ſo early in the Church, that Chriſt was to come 


in that very Age, and was the very Ground upon which it 
was taken up. See 2 Theſſ: ii. 2. where, the Apoſtle refutes 


it, and intimates, that it was founded upom his former I 


— rw -—  -—_- v * 


8 ASERMON on ibe 

III. That it is highly unbecoming thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of the Hope of 
the Goſpel, to ſorrow for the Death 


of their deareft Friends, in the ſame 
exceſſive and ungoverned Manner, 


as do thoſe who are ignorant con- 

cerning them that ſleep, and have no 
| Hope. ek pony oo ws 
IV. U. I ſhall make ſome ſuitable 

Application of the whole. 


I. The Apoſtle makes a Compariſon 
between thoſe who were'converted to the 
Faith of the Goſpel, and thoſe who con- 
tinued Unbelievers with reſpect to the 
manner of their mourning for the Death 


of their dear Relations, and the great 
Advantages which the former had for the 


Quieting their Minds, and the modera- 
ting their Sorrow, geg the Others, be- 
ing Unbelievers, had no manner of Share 
= ; | 
Amidſt all the Affliction and Adverſity 
we meet with in this World, there is no- 
thing that ſo nearly touches the Heart, 
and calls for ſtronger Conſolation and 
Support, than the Loſs of thoſe that 


were entirely beloved by us: When Death 


deprives us of thoſe beloved Perſons, 
who were the Delight of our Eyes, 5 
005 55, 2254" 


Dal 8 p 222 oo OM gt LI, 3 
5k Dn r „ = 8 2 7 > 0. i 9 L MILES * by 


6 — fil ff cf any bd 


PF 


"AP 9 WW: 


2 


Death of JonN WaLr, EH 9 


the Joy of our Hearts, and breaks off that 
Intercourſe of mutual Friendſhip, Af- 
fection and Love, from which the great- 
eſt and the ſweeteſt Pleaſures of our 
Life ariſe, we are filled with the moſt 
piercing Grief and Concern; nor while 
we conceive of it as a bare Separation, 
are we capable of receiving, or the whole 
World of giving us, the leaſt Conſolation ; 
ſo great is our Pain, and ſo deep our Di- 
{treſs, that all the Pleaſures of Life be- 
come unable to relieve us, the Heart re- 


fiſts them, and refuſes to be comforted. 


The Apoſtle Paul writing to Chri- 


ſtians to moderate their Grief upon theſe 
Occaſions of Mourning, exhorts them 
to conſider the bleſſed Condition to which 
Believers will be raiſed after Death, as 


eee, that the Thought of this 
their promiſed Bleſſedneſs, and future 
Felicity, would be the moſt effectual 
Method to comfort and ſupport their ſur- 
viving Relations, who were ſorrowing 


for their Removal. Upon this Confide- 
ration, and on account of this Hope, he 
exhorts them not to ſorrow, as do others 
that are ignorant, and have no Hope. 
Buy others, the Apoſtle means the other 
Gentiles, who yet remained in a State of 
utter Darkneſs and Ignorance, not yet 


"Ss Con- 
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converted to the Faith, nor made Parta- 
kers of the Hope, of the Goſpel. And he 

here refers to the Rites and Cuſtoms of 
the Heathen World, who were wont to 
celebrate the F unefale of the Dead with 
all the Marks of Diſtraction and Deſpair, 

and were frequently uſed in theſe ſor- 
rowful Seaſons, to tear their Hair and 
wound their Bodies, and even ſacrifice 
their Lives in the Paroxyſms of their Paſ- 
ſions; and all this the Apoſtle declares to 
be owing to their having no Hope, and be- 


ing wholly ignorant, and uncertain, con- 


| cerning them that ſlept, and wanting the 
Diſcoveries and Aſſurances of Immorta- 


lity which the Chriſtians enjoyed, whom | 


he therefore exhorts not to ſorrow as did 


theſe others, fromamong whom they were 5 
called to be made Partakers of the Hope 


of the Goſpel. 


Let us therefore conſider whit was the |. 
Difference between thefe converted and 
thoſe other Gentiles, with reſpect to the . 


Hope that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. 


1. Thole other Gentiles, whom the A- 7 
poſtle ſpeaks of, were wholly ignorant 
about, and had no Hope concerning, the | | 
future Exiſtence of their Friends chat were = 


departed, 


They 


— . ard TH aa 
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They thought they were, or at leaſt 


knew not bur they were, loſt for ever, 
and that Death had removed them out of 
Being, as well as out of Sight. The 


Death of Perſons dear to us, the continu- 


ance of whoſe Life and Love and Friend- 


ſhip we above all things deſired, cannot 
bur be grievous and next to impollible to 


be born, if we look upon their Death as 
the Deſtruction of their Being. How 
painful and intolerable 1s the Thought, 


that by their Death they periſh and loſe 


all Exiſtence, or at leaſt to be in doubt 
and remain uncertain, whether, after they 


have ceaſed to be with us, they are in 
Being any where or no? 


And yet the unbelieving Gentile World 
had no certain Knowledge, no authentick 
Aſſurances, to deliver them from the ut- 
moſt Uncertainty about hereafter, and 
reſcue them from the Fear of their, and 


their Friends, falling into nought. Hence 


we find them, in the Tranſport of their 
Paſſion, complaining of the Cruelty and 


Inclemency of the Deity, tor allotting 


them ſuch an inconſiderable continuance 
in Life, and then to fleep an endleſs and 


cternal Night of Death. 


It is not therefore to be greatly won- 
der'dat, that Wale who were able to de- 
1 termine 
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termine nothing of the future Being and 
Condition of their Friends, were ſubject 
to ſuch immoderate Anguiſh and Concern 
upon their being taken from them ; nor 
can we at all wonder that the Apoſtle 
Paul ſhould endeavour to diſſwade thoſe 


that were converted to the Chriſtian 


Faith, from ſorrowing for the Dead like 
as the other Gentiles, whoſe Diſcoveries 


reached ſo much further than theirs, who _ 


had Aſſurances of a future State of Ex- 


iſtence, and to whom Life was brought 
to light by the Goſpel. Therefore the 
Apoſtle chooſes to repreſent the Death 
of Believers under the ſofter Image of 
their falling aſleep, becauſe they are ſo 
ſhortly to awake and riſe to everlaſting 
Life, and in the interim are not to be 


looked upon as being dead, ſo much as 


being fallen aſleep. 

2. Thoſe other Gentiles whom the A- 
poltle ſpeaks of were wholly ignorant, 
and had no Hope concerning the future 
Happineſs of their departed Friends, 
whatever they might Imagine about their 
future Exiſtence. ET OD 


Could they imagine them to ſurvive 
the Ruins of their Bodies, and exiſt here- | 
after in another Life, they were in utter 
Uncertainty as to the Happineſs or Miſe- 
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ry of the State they were in, and how it 


fared with them in their new Place of A- 
bode, and therefore wanted the Know- 


ledge of that which, above all Things, 
was moſt neceſſary and moſt able to ſup- 
port them in their Afflictions and Sorrow, 


which by this their Ignorance was highly 


aggravated. 
It is the moſt uncomfortable Thought 


we can poſlibly entertain upon the 


Death of thoſe who were dear to us 
as our Lives, and whom we could even 
have ſaved at the Expence of them, that 


they are gone into another, but into 


a more miſerable Condition, and are to 


live for ever in Pain and Miſery ; as to 
thoſe with whom we have lived in a mu- 
tual Tenderneſs for each other's Perſons, 
ſeollicitous and careful mutually to pro- 


cure one another's Happineſs, and where 
our greateſt Pleaſure has aroſe from our 
having been ſucceſsful in promoting it, 


how intolerable is the Thought of their 


being for ever in we know not what State, 
in we know not what Miſery, and to be 
lefr in Uncertainty as to their miſerable 
Condition, whom above all things we 


z deſired to be in Eaſe and Happineſs, and 


next to that, to be ourſelves the Inſtru- 


ments of their being ſo. 


How 
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How tormenting is the Thought of our 
beloved Friends falling into Miſery even 
in the preſent State, where we can yield 
them Relief, adminiſter them Comfort, 
hope for, and perhaps obtain, their Reco-- 
very; but fadder far was the Caſe and 
Circumſtance of the Heathen World 
with reſpect to the State of their Friends 
after Death; they were wholly uncertain 
what was the Miſery they were in, they 


knew neither the Nature or Degree of it, 


they were capable of yielding them no 
Relief, able to adminiſter them no Com- 


fort at all, nor could they ever hope to 
obtain cheir Deliverance. 

But every way was the Caſe of hs 
Chriſtian and believing Gentiles different 
from that of thoſe others, the unconverted 
ones: they knew their deceaſed Chriſtian 
Friends ſhould riſe and awake out of the 
Sleep of Death, to be happier than they 
ever were, or ever could be in Life, with 
all the Delights it was capable of afford- 
ing, or they could poſſibly enjoy; inſtead 
of being doubtful of the Miſery, they 
were certainly aſſured of the Joy and 
Happineſs of their future Condition, that 
they wanted no Relief, ſtood in need of 
no Comfort, and were to live in a State 
from which they could never poſſibly de- 
lire to be delivered. How 
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Death of JonN WALL, Eſq; 15 
How reaſonably, therefore, does the 
Apoſtle exhort them, nor to, mourn and 
ſorrow for the Dead, as did the other 
Gentiles, who had no ſuch Hope, but reſt 
contented and comforted with the Aſſu- 
rance the Goſpel gave them, that God 
would, with Chriſt, - reſcue! them from 
Death, and beſtow on them Life and ever- 
laſting Happineſs. Sorrow not 'as others 
that have no Hope, for theſe your Friends 
rr Heep in Feſus, will God TG with 
im. 

Thoſe other Gentiles - the: Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks of, were wholly ignorant, and 
bad no Hope of their ever meeting with 
their Friends that were fallen aſleep a- 

8 75 5 
This was a moſt confideribie and bit- 
ter Ingredient in their Sorrow; Death 
looked to them like a final Farewell, and 
eternal Separation: They apprehended 
that they were never to come together 
more ; that they ſhould never open their 
Eyes upon one another again, nor have 
any more Knowledge of one another af- 
ter Death, than they had before they 
were born into the World: 

Let me appeal to all fuck who know 
and have had Experience of the Force of 
| Friendthip, and the Power of Love, 1 
ner 
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ther there be any other Thought more 
burdenſome, than that of ſuch an everlaſt- 
ing Separation from thoſe, whoſe Perſons 
are dear, whoſe Society is delightful, and 
whoſe Life is defirable above all Things 
in the World; or whether there be any 
thing more ſweet and ſatisfying than the 


Hope of meeting after a ſhort Seaſon a- 


gain, when the Bitterneſs of the Separa- 


tion ſhall be for ever over. The former 


was the Caſe of the Heathen World, the 
latter that of the Chriſtian Converts. + 
Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking of the 


Prophets and wiſe Men of old, who 


ſowed the Seeds of the Chriſtian Know- 
ledge under the legal Diſpenſation, and 
of the Apoſtles and Diſciples, who reap- 
ed the Fruits of their preparatory La- 
| bours, in gathering the plentiful Harveſt 
of the Goſpel, ſays, they ſhould receive 


their Wages, and gather their Fruit unto 


Life eternal, and then they that ſowed, 
and they that reaped, jh _ rejoice toge- 
ther, i. e. rejoice in the mutual Know- 
ledge of one another, and a Conſciouſneſs 
of what they had each contributed to the 
bringing about the Goſpel-Salvation, - ” 
This is the pleaſing View which the 
believing Gentiles might take of a future 
Life, and comfort themſelves with upon 
| . 35 
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their Friends falling aſleep: That they 
were but gone firſt, whither they were 
' ſhortly to follow after, and that tho' now 
they were parted, they ſhould hereafter 
meet; all awake out of the Sleep of 
Death, and be together again in a more 


and exalted, and withal an endleſs Enjoy- 
ment of one another. | LT 
The other Gentiles, not yet enlightned 


with the Knowledge, not yet converted 
to the Faith, nor yet bleſſed with the 


1 Hope of the Goſpel, had no ſuch grate- 


4 : ful and delightful Reflections to comfort 


.; themſelves, no ſuch Views and Proſpects 


of a future Life to entertain themſelves 


aſleep, inaſmuch as they view'd them as 
their Fore-runners, and were fill'd with 
the ſad Reflection upon their own Death, 
2 whohad:no more Hope reſerved for them 
2 ſelves, than they had for their Friends, 
whom they ſaw go before them. 


Sm: 


perfect State, and have a more perfect, 


0 
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They ſaw an Example in their Friends 
of what ſhortly they muſt themſelves un- 
dergo; and they knew that the ſame Fears 
they now felt on their Account, they 
ſhould again feel hen their own Change 
approached; and all being dark and ob- 
ſcure beyond Death, and they being un- 
able to diſcover. the Conſequences that 
would enſue, both the Death of their 


Friends, and the Thought of their own T 
Death, fill'd them with the utmoſt Fear | - 


and Diſmay. 


Hence the Apoſtle, Heb. ii. 15. 4 45 
ſcribes the whole Heathen World, as 
through Fear of Death, all their Life- 
time ſubject to Bondage. They were in 
the utmoſt Uncertainty, and at an utter 
Loſs, what it was for a Soul to forſake 


Its Habiration, what it was to expire and 
die, what that awful Hour. introduced, 


and what was to follow the dark dreadful 


Scene of a Funeral and a Grave, being 


Wholly ignorant concerning them that fleep,' 


and having no Hope, they were ſubject to 


— * 


; 
2 
the Power of a moſt flaviſh:Fear, and 
held in perpetual Bondage to Death; i. e. 
They were ſo unacquainted with che Na- * 


ture and Conſequences of their Diſſolu- 


tion, and ſo deſtitute of all Conſolation 


and Support, that nothing was to them 
. Eo, ll 
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ſo mournful'to be thought on, or ſo dread- 
ful to be ſeen. | 

In A to this, the Apoſtle Paul, 
in the Words of the Text, reminds the 


believing Gentiles converted to Chriſt, 


that they being deliver'd out of this Igno- 
rance and Darkneſs, and reſcued from 


this Bondage to the Fear of Death, ſhould 


likewiſe ceaſe to ſorrow, as did others 
that yet remained in it, and had u Hope. 

Such was the Difference between the 
converted and unbelieving Gentiles, with 
reſpect to the Hope that is here ſpoken 
of. I ſhall only further obſerve under 
this Head, that by Hope, the Apoſtle 


means ſuch a Hope as was well founded, 


and could be ſafely relied on; ſuch a ſo- 


lid and ſettled Hope, as could influence 
the Heart, and afford Comfort in ſuch 


Times of Diſtreſs. The Apoſtle does not 
mean, that the Heathen World had no 


Conjectures, or formed in their Imagina- 


tions no Gueſſes about the Dead, but that 


they had no ſolid Grounds to ſupport 
them; and that when they came to the 


Trial, and to have Streſs laid upon them, 
all their Hopes would fail, and their 


Hearts fink within them. 


The Heathens had their Conjectures 


and Hopes both of a future Exiſtence, 


+ and 
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and a future Happineſs; but they were 
all fabulous and FEitious founder in the 
Fables of their Poets, or the unauthorited 
Fictions of their Prieſts; not ſuch as were 
genuine and authentick, which had God 
for their Author, and whoſe Original was 
heavenly and divine. Wherefore the A- 
poſtle, knowing ſuch Hopes as they en- 
tertained to be without Authority and 
Efficacy to perſwade, pronounces them 


ignorant concerning them that ſleep, and 


having no Hope. But that Chriſtians have 
a Hope, which is not like theirs, without 
Foundation, and can therefore yield them 
but feeble or no Support, but ſuch a 
Hope as, amidſt the Calamities of Life 
and 7 5 Terrors of Death, is as an Anchor 
to the Soul, to preſerve it ever ſtedfaſt 
and unmoved. And this leads me to the 
ſecond general Head. 


II. That he Reſurretion a Chriſt 
Jeſus from the Dead, is a ſure Foundation 
of that Hope and Comfort, which the 
Apoſtle here aſcribes to the Chriſtians, 


and which he repreſents as fully cufficient 


10 preſerve them from that immoderate 


and exceſſive Grief, which the other 


Gentiles had no means of. avoiding, no 
Conſiderations to reſtrain. 4 3 ae 
For 
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Deatb of Joan Warr, Eſq; 21 
For if ue believe that Feſus died, and 
roſe again, even 1 them alſo which ſleep in 
Feſus will God bring with him, q. d. 
« That of which Unbelievers have no 
« Hope, we, who are in Chriſt, have 

« the utmoſt Aſſurance; their vain Ima- 
«, ginations have nothing to ſupport them, 


« and are, indeed, nothing but Fictions 


te and Dreams, but ours is ſuch a Hope 
« as cannot deceive us, and is grounded 
« upon the moſt certain and convincing 
« Evidence.” The Apoſtle ſeems deſi- 


tous of expreſſing the Certainty of their 


Hope in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and to e- 
vince its Reality by an Argument the 
moſt infallible: and concluſive, in order 
to give the greater Force to his Exhor- 
ration, and Quiet to the Minds of thoſe 
he exhorted. Our Hope is as certain as 
the Reſurrection it ſelf, and the direct 
and neceſſary Conſequence of it; for, for 
this End did God raiſe him from the 
Dead to beget this Hope in us, to confirm 
this Hope to us, as the Apoſtle Peter ar- 

gues, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which, 
according to bis abundant Mercy, hath be- 
gotten us again to a lively Hope, by the Re- 


urrection of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead, 


to an Inheritance incorruptible, &c. 
Thus 
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Thus the Apoſtle Paul argues in this 
Place; If Chriſt Jeſus be raiſed from the 
Dead, then is our Hope of our own Re- 


ſurrection the beſt founded in the World: 
For from Jeſus Chriſt do we derive this 
Hope, and that he was commiſſion'd by 


God, to teach it us, is evident, in that he 


exerted his Almighty Power in raiſing 


him from the Dead. It is God therefore 


that has given us this Hope by his Son 


Jeſus: It is God that has made it a Funda- 


mental of our Rehgion, and exerciſed hts 
Power in raiſing up of Chriſt, as a pro- 
per, and a powerful and invincible Reaſon. 


to induce us to embrace it. For this 
End did he give him up unto. Death, for 
this End did he raiſe him again from 
Death, that herein he might afford: us 
an Inſtance and Example of the Poffibili- 
ty of the Thing; and in the Perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is our Head, ſhew 
what he intended to do for us, who are the 
Members of his Body; and therefore are 
we taught, by the ſame Apoſtle, not only 
to look upon Chriſt as raiſed, but as the 
firſt Fruits of them that ſleep, and eſteem 


his Reſurrection an Emblem, and an Ear- 


neſt of our own, 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23. By 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, then, is our own in- 
red to us; and him hath God raiſed for 
„„ e this 
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Death of Joan Warr, Eſq; 23 
this End and Purpoſe, that he might 
make the Belief: of it more eaſy, the 
Hope of it more firm, and its Evidence 


| Thoſe Hopes with which the Apoſtle 


comforts Believers, he takes care. ro put 


them in mind are from God, authentick 


and divine, not like the vain Imaginations 


of others, which when they wanted them 
moſt would fail to ſupport them; but ſure 
and certain, being atteſted and ſupported 
by the Reſurrection of Chriſt: It being e- 
qually true, that they ſhould ſurvive all 
the Horrors of Death, and ariſe from the 
Darkneſs and Confinement of the Grave 
to Life and Happineſs and eternal Glory, 
as that Jeſus Chriſt was himſelf raiſed. 


Becauſe otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe him 


to have died and riſen again in vain, 
could no longer look upon him dying as 
a Sacrifice for the Atonement of our Sins, 
nor view his Reſurrection as an Emblem 
and Earneſt, and firſt Fruits of our own. 

| What availeth it for Chriſt to die a Sa- 
crifice for our Sins, if there be no future 
State wherein the Puniſhment of them 
was to be expected? What availeth it for 


Chriſt to riſe again for our Juſtification, if 


there be no Hereafter, wherein either the 
Puniſhment or Pardonof our Sins was tobe 
a diſpenſed? 
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diſpenſed?. Itis moſt certain therefore from 
the Nature and Deſign of Jeſus Chriſt's 


Reſurrection from Death, that God has 


authoriſed us to hope and expect our own 
Reſurrection to eternal Life; his raiſing 
bis Son, was his ſerting to hrs Seal, that 
the Hopes he inſpired were genuine and 
true, and the Doctrines he taught hea- 
venly and d w- ee. 

Thus the Apoſtle aſſures the Chriſtian 
and Believing Gentiles, that the Truth and 


Certainty of their own Reſurrection, did 


reſt upon that of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and that they had equal Reaſon to 


believe that thoſe whofell aſleep in Jeſus, ö 
ſhould hereafter riſe, as that Jeſus Chriſt 


vas already rifen. Theſe were things fo- 


reign to the Thoughts of the other Gen- 
tiles, but what Chriſtians by no means 


- ought to be ever ignorant or unmindful 
of, ſince they afforded Conſolation in that 
afflictive Circumſtance of human Life, 
wherein thoſe who were ignorant and 


had no Hope, could have no Comfort at 
all; that is, when thoſe who were the Ob- 
jects of their greateſt Affections forſook 


them and fell aſleep. -And theſe Things 


he exhorts them the rather to treaſure up | 


in their Minds, leſt if they ſhould at any 
time ler them flip, they ſhould forrow 
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Death of Jon N Warr, Eſq; 25 
even as others who were wholly gnorant 


and Had no Hope. And this leads me to 
the third general Head; and that is, 


III. That it is highly unbecoming and 
unkeaſonabls] in thoſe who are pur in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe joytul Hopes, and enabled 
to take this entertaining Proſpect of a 
future Life, to ſorrow for the Dead after 
ſuch an ungoverned and immoderate man- 
ner as others that are ignorant concern- 
ing them that fleep, and haveno Hope. 

But I would not have you be ignorant, 
Brethren, concerning them that ſleep, 
| that ye ſorrow not even as others that 
have no Hope. 
Ihe Apoſtle's Words have this Mean- 
ing, and are as much as if he had faid, 
However full theſe Conſiderations are 
of Comfort, and ſufficient to ſupport 
| © you, however ſure and certain be the 
Ground and Foundation that ſuſtains 
e them, yet little will they ever benefit 
« or advantage you, if you ſuffer your 
| « ſelves to be ignorant or unmindful of 
them, and call them not in to your 
Comfort and Relief; you will equally 
* with others fink into immoderate Sor- 
row and Grief, if you apply not your 
Minds to the cloſe Conſideration of 
BY E N « them: : 


—?UUU— - - Www — — — 4 — —— — ue 


26 A SERMON on ths 


« them : But if you treaſure them up in 


your Hearts, and live in the Exerciſe of 
« the Faith and Hope of them, they will 
« ever relieve you under the painful 
Thought of thoſe dear Friends that are 
« fallen aſleep. There will be a viſible 
Difference between you and others, in 
the Manner of your mourning and ſor- 
„ rowing for the Dead, and you will 
bear your Loſs with Moderation and 
Temper, in compariſon of thoſe, who 
care utterly ignorant how it fares with, 
and have no Hope concerning them.” 


This is the Behaviour the Apoſtle ex- 
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| horts them to when their virtuous and pi- ö f 
ous Friends fall aſleep, not on ſuch Occa- | 
fions to beunmindful or forgetful of their 


future Exiſtence and future Happineſs, 


and the future Meeting they hope to have £ 


withthem, which would be the ſame thing 


to them, and make their Afflictions equal- | ' 
ly bitter, as if they were ignorant and had | 


no Hope; tor if we exerciſe no Hope, we 


are like them that have it not. That the | 
Dead ſhould riſe, they to whom he writes 
were already taught to hope and believe; 


upon this therefore it is that he builds his 
Exhortation, and bids them call to mind, | 
dwell upon, and comfort themſelves chere 
with, that their Grief 1 e be * 
an 
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and their Sorrow preſerved in its-proper 


' Bounds: and not imitate the Cuſtoms and 
Manners of Unbelievers in mourning for 


the Dead, who acted like Perſons under 
the Power of Diſtraction, and hurried in- 
to Deſpair, whoſe Griet had no Bounds, 
becauſe they had no Conſiderations to re- 
ſtrain it; but whoſe Ignorance and Fear, 
concerning them that ſlept, were ſuch 
as ſerved to foment it and raiſe it to the 
utmoſt height of Extravagance. 

The Apoſtle does not here prohibit all 
ſorts of Sorrow, or diflwade from every 
degree of Grief for the Dead ; itwouldbe 
impoſſible, and withat indecent, to betray 
no Marks of Concern upon our Separation, 
and therefore he does not diſſwade them 
from mourning at all, but from mournin 
after the Manner of the other Gentiles. 


He puts them in mind, that God had fur- 


niſhed them with proper Matter of Con- 
ſolation and Support under the Loſs of 
their deareſt Friends, and that therefore it 
was unbecoming them to ſuffer their 


Sorrow to get head of their Reaſon, and 


act as if they were left quite deſtitute of 
Support. I would not have you be ig- 


norant, Brethren, concerning the State 


and Happineſs and ſweet Society which 


they that ſleep in Fe/ws are in, for thefe 


E 2 Things 


te 
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Things have a Power, when applied to 
the Heart by cloſe Conſideration, to calm 

and eaſe it; and it cannot but afford Re- 
lief to our Minds, to believe and hope 
that our Friends which have left us, are 
not loſt in reality, though they are loſt to 
our Sight; that they are not for ever ſe- 
parated from us, but that hereafter we 


{hall meet in a better World, never to be 


divided or be aſunder more, Nor do 
theſe Things leſs reconcile us to the 
Thoughts of our own Death, which we 
_— ſhortly to come upon us. 


It is their having theſe Advantages 


have the other Gentiles, that the Apoſtle 
obſerves makes it appear ſo monſtrous in 


them, when they mourn and ſorrow for 


the Dead like them, g. d. Shall you, 


« ho have a certain Account of their 


« future Exiſtence, ſorrow like thoſe 
who are in the utmoſt Uncertainty 


© whether they exiſt or not, and have no 


authentick Hopes or Aſſurances to de- 
« termine their Thoughts to the deſira- 
« ble Side ? Shall you, who have the 
« greateſt Reaſon to believe their future 


Cc 


©« like thoſe who are not only uncertain 


« whether they are to exiſt at all, bur 
if they are, are not ſure but it is to be 


0 in | 
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Happineſs as well as Exiſtence, mourn 
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Death of Joun WALL, E; 29 
« in greateſt Miſery? Shall you, who 
« believe you ſhall again meet, and com- 
« fortably meet your departed Friends in 
« the Houſe of your heavenly Father 
« above, grieve after the immoderate 
« Manner of thoſe who believe it an end- 
« leſs and everlaſting Separation, and that 
« they ſhall never renew the Sight or 


L « Knowledge, the Society or Enjoy- 


« ment of one another more? Why ſure- 
“ly you muſt be ignorant like them, if 
« you thus mourn like them; you muſt 
« ſurely have no more Hope than others, if 
« you have the ſame Sorrow as they; che 
« Difference of your Caſe demands a ſuit- 
« able Difference of Conduct, and your 
« having other Hopes, and other Perſwa- 
i fionsconcerning them that Jeep, requires 
you in another Manner to mourn the 
cc Abſence, and bear the Loſs of them.” 
This is the Tendency of the Apoſtle's 
Reaſoning, and this the Uſe that he would 


1 | havethem make of their Chriſtian Know- 


ledge, Faith, and Hope; I would not 
have you be ignorant, Brethren, that you 


ſorrow not as others that have no Hope. 


Such ſtrong Conſolation, and ſuch in- 
fallible Aſſurances, being ever at hand, 


you ſhould ever comfort your ſelves and 
one another with theſe Words, 


' BE IV. Ut 
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TV. Ul. IJ come now to make ſome 
ſuitable Application of the whole. 


1. Let us be thankful to Almighty God 


for theſe gladſome Diſcoveries concern- 


ing them that ſleep, that we are able to 
have recourſe to ſuch Hopes and ſuch 


Comforts as are able to ſupport us, and 


have ſuch authentick Aſſurances from 
God himſelf of Life and Immortality, to 


comfort ourſelves and one another with, 


on thoſe ſorrrowful Occaſions of our | 


Friends falling aſleep. 


How happy are we who are freed from $ 
that Uncertainty which the Heathen | 


World perpetually laboured under, and 
are reſcued from that Fear to which they 


were in Bondage all the Days of their 5 


Life, and have the bleſſed Hope of thoſe 
Things brought to light, about which 
they were in the utmoſt Doubt and Dark- 
neſs? 

It is now no longer a Doubt to us, 


whether our pious and believing Friends 


that are fallen aſleep, are to have a future 
Being or not, are to riſe to future Happi- 


neſs or not, or whether we ſhall ever ſee Þ 
and know and converſe with them again | 
or not, but of theſe Things we have the 
brmeſt 8 and Affurances that cannot 
fail“ 
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fail us; for if Jeſus died and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo that fleep in Feſus will 
God bring with him. 

Let us be thankful to God for ſuch 
ſtrong Conſolation under the Loſs of 


' thoſe who were dearly beloved by us, and 
that he has filled us with ſuch Hopes un- 


der thoſe heavy Afflictions, which are 
incurable by all other Conſiderations. 
The Unbelievers being wholly ignorant 
concerning them that ſleep, ſorrowed as 
thoſe that had no Hope, but now is Chriſt 
riſen, and become the firſt-fruits of them 


' that ſlept, For fince by Man came Death, 


by Man came alſo the Reſurre&1on from the 


Dead. For as in Adam all di e, ſo in Chr iſt 


g all all be made alive. But every Man in 
is ownorder : Chriſt the firſt-fruits, after- 


wards they that are Chriſt's, at his coming, 


2. How much 1s it to be wonder'd ar 


that we look upon Death with ſo much 


Terror and Concern, and are fo greatl 


? grieved at the Thoughts of our falling 


afleep? FRG 
Do we go out of this, in order to be ad- 
mitted into another State of Life and Ex- 


iſtence, and die to live eternally? Do we 


leave the Toil and Torment of this Earth, 
hereafter to enjoy the pure and unmixed 
3 Plea- 
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Pleaſures of Heaven? Shall we aſſuredly 
awake and riſe hereafter with thoſe that 
have fallen aſleep before us, and, toge- 
ther, partake of the Joy of our Lord ? 


How comes it paſs that we think of the 


Time when we ſhall fall afleep with 
ſo much Conſternation and Fright, ſo 
much Amazement and Fear? 


such as are no ways ignorant concern- 
ing che State of them that ſleep, nor are 
deſtitute of Hope, ſuch as have no re- 


maining Doubt about their hereafter meet- 
ing a reconciled God, and entering into 


the Joys of a glorious Eternity, ſhould 
rather want Patience to wait and attend 
its low Approach, than Courage and For- 


titude to withſtand its Appearance. 
The other, the unhappy unbelieving 

Gentiles, 

| Darkneſs about the Things relating to 
their eternal Peace, who were without 


Cod, and without Chriſt, and without 


Hope in the World, could not be ſup- 
mad to meet Death without 'Terror, 
through the Fear of which they had been 
ſubject to Bondage all the Days of their 
Life; but Chriſtians who believe that 


FJeſus died and roſe again, and that God 
will bring with him from the Grave all 
ſuch as have fallen aſleep in the Faith 


of 


who were in Ignorance and 
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of him; theſe it may be expected ſhould 
| rather welcome its Approach, and meet 
it with joyful and tranſported Hearts, 
than with Trembling, and Tears, and any 
| Meaſure of Diſmay, and triumph! in the 
Language of the holy Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xv. 
955. O Death, where is thy Sting? O 
| Grave, where is thy Victory? Thanks be 
= God, who hath given us the V iory, 
| through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

3. Let us remember, that none but 
| virtuous and good Men can appropriate 


this Hope and Happineſs to them- 


| ſelves. - 


It is all thoſe, but it is only thoſe, 


5 that ſleep in Jeſus, that God is here ſaid 
to bring with him; only they that live 
| like him here, ſhall live with him here- 
after: Such ſhall ariſe out of the Dark- 
neſs of the Grave, to inherit Happineſs 
and Life eternal: Such ſhall be conduct- 
ed to their Father's Houſe, and ſhall take 
| up their Manſion in Reſt and Glory, and 
awake to be happy beyond all Concep- 
tion, whilſt others ſhall die to be eter- 
i nally undone, Let us then examine, 
and look well into our ſelves, the Truth 
of our Character, the Safety of our State, 
and the A bi our ben reconciled 
unto God. 
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It is our Doubt and Uncertainty, as 
to theſe Things, that fills us with the 
fearful Apprehenſions of Death: If we 
clear up theſe Matters to our Peace and 
Satisfaction, we ſhall, in moſt Circum- 
ſtances, be contented, and; in many, de- 
ſirous chat we might fall aſleep. The 
certain Knowledge that the holy Apoſtle 
Paul had of this, and the ſure Hope of a 
bleſſed Eternity, made him wiſh for 
Death, as preferable to Life, and to de- 
ſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, ra- 
ther than to live, 

How much does it concern us there- 
fore impartially to ſearch and examine 
into our ſelves, and lay up for our ſelves 
a good Foundation againſt the Time to 
come, that we may live in Safety, and, 

at laſt, ſleep in Peace, and thoſe that 
: ſarvive us, in the midit of their Sorrow, 
may have Hope in our Behalf ? 
44. How greatly ſhould we be con- 
cerned to promote the Virtue and Holi- 


neſs of thoſe Perſons that are dearly be- 


loved by us, whom we deſire to be with, 


and to be happy with hercafter, in a bet- 
ter Life? 


| Hereby we are inſtrumental of ſecuring Þ 


* a Happineſs after Death, and pro- 


vide o our ſelves with the beſt Support un- 


der 
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der the Loſs of them, if they ſhould fall 
| aſleep before us. Great will be their 
Gain if this be their Character, that they 


fell aſleep in Jeſus; great will be our 


Comfort, if this be our Hope, that they 
are of thoſe whom God will bring with 


him. This will relieve us under the 


Bitterneſs of our Loſs, that they ſhall be 
\ bleſſed when they 
| Sleep; that they ſhall be happier than we, 
or the World could make them, and, a- 
bove all Things, that we have been both 
the Witneſſes and the Inſtruments of that 
whereby they ſhall become ſo. How ſhould 


awake out of their 


it inflame our Deſire, and quicken our 
Endeavours to promote the Holineſs and 
Virtue of thoſe whom onr Love prompts 


us to endeavour to make happy; to con- 


ſider that real and true Happineſs is not 


to be obtained on any other Foundation, 
' and that it little avails them to be proſ- 


perous and happy in their preſent Life, 
if they are ever to be miſerable after 


Death. 


5. Ult. Let me exhort you all, upon 
theſe ſad Occaſions of mourning for the 


Dead, to ſeek your Comfort from theſe 


Principles, and moderate your Grief, by 
reflecting upon then. | 


F 2 Conſider 
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Conſider how unreaſonable it is for 
you, who are in ſuch different Circum- 
ftances from Unbelievers, to reſemble 
them in their Grief, and ſorrow as if, 
with them, you were alike deſtitute of 


the Faith, and Hope, and Comfort of the 


Goſpel. _ VF 
And let me apply this, in a particular 


Manner, to you the Relations and F riends 


of the Deceaſed. I cannot but acknow- 
ledge, that if you reflect on the amiable 
Perſon and Character of your Friend, and 
conſider your Loſs only, it is impoſſible but 
you muſt mourn. If you remember, and 
call to your Minds the natural Courage 
and Bravery of his Spirit, the Goodneſs 


and Humanity of his Temper, the Mo- 


deſty and Inoffenſiveneſs of his Behaviour, 


and the Friendlineſs and Benevolence, with 


which his Heart abounded, and was open 
to all Men: If, I fay, you reflect upon 


theſe Things, and conſider that you have 


loſt, and are bereft of one, in whom all 


theſe, and many other Virtues reſided, 


you cannot but mourn : You mult be in- 
dulged the decent Liberty that Nature 
demands for you, and be allowed to pay 


your Tribute of Tears to the Memory of 
the Dead. But if you conſider him as a 


virtuous and good Man, and one that fell 


aſleep 


Ee 


| Brethren, concerning them which, are aſleep, 
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aſleep in Jeſus, who lived in the Faith, 
and died in the Hope of the Son of God, 
who is the Saviour of the World, it will 
ſilence your Sorrow, and ſtop up your 
Tears, and ſoften the Anguiſh and Af- 


; fliction of your Minds. 


Now is the Time, when theſe Calami- 
ties are heavy upon you; now, I ſay, is 
the Time that you ſhould not be unmind- 


ul of theſe Things ; but call to remem- 


brance theſe Chriſtian Hopes, which are 
the Cauſes of your Comfort, and ſay with 
your ſelves; © True it is, my Huſband, 
« my Father, my Friend, is fallen afleep: 
« But this is my Comfort, that this my 
« Loſs will be his abundant Gain. He 
cc is not loſt, nor am I without Hope of 
« his Exiſtence, though he is gone from 


e my Preſence and Enjoyment: He is 


« not unhappy under this his Change, 


though loſt to the Pleaſures of this 
e preſent Life; nor are we parted for 
e ever, but only for a while, to meet 


« again with Jeſus Chriſt, in the King- 
« dom of his Father, when he and we 


all receive our Wages, and reap our 


“Fruit unto Life eternal, and ſhall re- 
CC . 
bl would not have you 70 be ignorant, 


that 
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that ye ſorrow not, even as others, which. 
have no Hope. For if wwe believe that Fe- 
ſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo. 
which fleep in Feſus will God bring with 


. 


